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Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor an invaluable public servant, Mrs. Rita
Bowling. Mrs. Bowling recently retired from her
post as a member of the Board of Supervisors
for San Benito County, which is located in my
Central California District. Mrs. Bowling has
been a beacon of public service who sought to
make San Benito County a better place by
tirelessly advocating for the principles of the
county residents whom she served.

Mrs. Bowling was born in Rouyn, Quebec,
Canada. She moved to Hollister, California,
with her family in 1946. She has lived in San
Benito County continuously since then and at-
tended local schools. In 1964, she married Mr.
Linden Bowling.

For 30 years, Mrs. Bowling began working
in the insurance business, and eventually
owned her own agency, reminding this com-
munity that the American dream is possible
through hard work and integrity.

Mrs. Bowling not only set an example for
the residents of this county, but opened doors
for future generations of women when she
was the first woman to serve as the
Foreperson of the San Benito County Grand
Jury. She sprung those doors open again
when she became the first woman elected to
the San Benito County Board of Supervisors
in 1987. Mrs. Bowling represented San Benito
County’s 3rd District on the Board from 1987
to January 2003, a 16-year record of public
service. Mrs. Bowling served as Chairperson
to the Board of Supervisors in 1991, 1995,
1998, and again in 2002. She presided over
that body with great skill and with an immense
sense of responsibility to the people of San
Benito County. Her decision not to seek elec-
tion to a 5th term means a gain for her family,
but a loss to the community. She leaves a leg-
acy of achievement that we all can admire.

In addition to her service on the board, Mrs.
Bowling participated with the San Benito
County of Governments (COG) where she dili-
gently worked to improve San Benito County’s
transportation infrastructure. Mrs. Bowling also
served on the Veterans Memorial park Com-
mission for nearly 14 years during which time
she was instrumental in obtaining funding and
community support for improvements to the
park, including, ball fields and restrooms bene-
fiting the community.

Widely respected for her uncommon com-
mon sense, for speaking with candor and clar-
ity and for her principled stands on the issues,
Mrs. Bowling never withdrew from an oppor-
tunity to speak directly to the Issues at hand.
San Benito County will miss her “Ritaisms”.
All those who worked with Mrs. Bowling, share
my admiration for the unmatched dignity and
professionalism that she brought to her four
terms on the board.

Through her enormous sense of decency,
fairness, generosity, and commitment to the
residents of San Benito County, Mrs. Rita
Bowling has made it a better place for all resi-
dents. Mr. Speaker, it is truly an honor to rec-
ognize Rita Bowling.
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | am honored
to rise today to join in paying tribute to one of
New Haven’'s most respected and treasured
citizens and my dear friend, Dr. Edward Zigler,
as he celebrates his retirement from a most
distinguished and impressive career. For over
4 decades, Ed, a professor of psychology at
Yale University, has devoted his talent and en-
ergies to the smallest of our Nation’s citi-
zens—our children. Nationally recognized for
his contributions, Ed’s vision and tenacity has
made the safety and security of our children
and families a national priority.

As policy makers, we often look to those
with field expertise for advise and counsel.
There are few that have served in these halls
in the last thirty years who will not recognize
the name Dr. Edward Zigler. A member of the
National Planning and Steering Committee for
Project Head Start, Ed was instrumental in the
development and implementation of this tre-
mendous program and has been asked to
serve as an advisor to each succeeding Ad-
ministration since President Johnson. His ef-
forts on a national committee of professionals
charged with examining the possibility of mak-
ing infant care leaves a reality in America di-
rectly inspired the Family and Medical Leave
Act of 1993. Founder of the School of the 21st
Century, which has been adopted by over thir-
teen hundred schools nationwide, Ed saw his
vision of adding child care to the mission of
public schools become a national model. It is
not often that you find an individual whose ef-
forts have so effectively changed public policy.

Through each of his accomplishments, Ed's
work has dramatically changed the face of
public policy concerning our children. He has
made a real difference in how we, not only as
legislators but as a society, view the impor-
tance of early childhood education programs,
child care standards, addressing the needs of
abused children and those exposed to trau-
matic violence, as well as the critical need for
effective family support programs. A pioneer in
his field, Ed has touched the lives of millions
of children across the country—giving them a
strong voice and ensuring that their interests
are heard at every level of government.

As a professor, Ed has taught many who
have gone on to hold significant positions as
policy makers and teachers themselves.
Those he has trained will go on to teach oth-
ers, for his is a legacy not just of books and
articles but of ideas and inspiration. Through
his position with the Yale Child Study Center
and as Director of the Bush Center in Child
Development and Social Policy, these institu-
tions have become recognized leaders in ad-
dressing the most significant issues facing to-
day’'s children and families. This weekend,
leading researchers and policy-makers in the
fields of child development and social policy
will gather for a Festschrift entitled Child De-
velopment and Social Policy: Knowledge for
Action in celebration of Ed’s lifetime of work—
a reflection of the impact his career has made.
Ed has left an indelible mark on our commu-
nity and our nation and we have certainly
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been fortunate to have him call New Haven
home.

It is my great privilege to join all of those
gathered in extending my sincere thanks and
appreciation to Dr. Edward Zigler for his in-
valuable contributions. | have been honored to
have the opportunity to work closely with Ed
on issues both here in Washington as well as
in Connecticut. He has been an invaluable re-
source and | look forward to continuing to look
to him as we continue to work to improve the
quality of life for all of America’s children.

———
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, just 7 days ago, many Members
in this House, including myself, supported the
continuation of diplomacy in the Iraqi crisis as
an alternative to immediate war. This House
and the Senate, however, voted to authorize
the use of force last October, and we have
now used that force.

We will never know what result might have
come from having stayed the diplomatic
course. We do know now, however, that our
Nation is at war. We do know that the sons
and daughters of all our many communities
are engaged in the dangerous and unpredict-
able duties that are carried by the Armed
Forces in a time of war.

Our purpose here today is not to revisit the
debate over the policies that lead us to war.
My position on a peaceful solution to the Iraqi
crises has not diminished. My conviction that
untold and unwanted consequences await us
in the future has not receded. My heartache
over the potential loss of innocent lives, on all
sides of this conflict, has not lessened.

But, our purpose now is to unite solidly be-
hind our troops and all those who are com-
manding our Armed Forces.

Let no one, least of all Saddam Hussein,
doubt that whatever the nature of our demo-
cratic debate may have looked like last Octo-
ber, today, or even next week, we are all
united in prayer for a swift conclusion to hos-
tilities. We are also united in our support for
our soldiers and their families. Congress will
not deny our men and women in the field
whatever they need to accomplish their mis-
sion, including moral support from Capitol Hill.

Mr. Speaker, | cannot let this moment pass
without honoring one of our constituents from
Dallas Metroplex. On Monday, | was informed
that our community has suffered a great and
tragic loss in the person of John Teal of Dal-
las, Texas. Staff Sergeant Teal was one of the
6 U.S. Air Force Members whose lives were
lost on Sunday evening in the Ghazni area of
Afghanistan.

The HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopter, from
the 41st Rescue Squadron at Moody Air Force
Base, crashed Sunday in the Afghan. The two
medics and four-person crew were on their
way to rescue two Afghan children with seri-
ous head injuries. Though this is not the war
that is so heavily covered in the media right
now, Staff Sergeant Teal and the rest of that
helicopter crew were at war protecting inno-
cence and our well-being right here at home.
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